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Afak, March 21, 1958. 


Today is one of three-fold significance for us here in Afak: the Joint 
Expedition of the American Schools and the University of Chicago en- 
ters its final month of the season at Nippur; Ramadan, the month of 
strict daytime fasting and prayer for Moslems, starts officially; the 
Shi-ites are celebrating no-ruz, the Persian New Year. This morning 
we drove up to a small mosque called Nebi Yunus, a few miles north of 
Nippur, to witness some of the no-ruz festivities. Unfortunately, we 
arrived too late to see the horse racing and jousting contests, but 

we were still able to capture some of the holiday atmosphere by 
watching the men dancing to the accompaniment of a bagpipe-sourding 


“shepherd's pipe" and by mingling with the crowds of people as they 
6lbowed their way in and out of the mosque. 


The past month has been marked by a continuation of exceptionally fine 
weather. The reports of the severe winter that America and Europe 
have been battling are difficult to believe when one is living ina 
Climate such as we have been enjoying here. 


A record number of visitors ~ over 100 - has provided us with consid- 
6érable “social life" this month. Our guests included David and Joan 
Oates of the British School of Archaeology, Dr. and Mrs. Kraeling of 
the Oriental Institute, Drs. Van Dijk and Edzard with three other 
members of the German Warka expedition, nineteen Fulbrighters and 
Several American Embassy members from Baghdad. A large contingent of 
Iraq Museum personnel and several groups of students from local 
schools round out the month's guest list. 


Jork on the Ur III period Inanna temple has been completed. Most dis- 
appointing is the fact that the sanctuary itself is lost - hopelessly 

cut away by the later Parthian builders. In spite of this loss, how-~ 

ever, the excavation of the existing remains has revealed a temple 


plan of immense size and of considerable importance for the develop- 
ment of temple complexes. 


The remains of the Early Dynastic temple which we are now excavating 
lie only centimeters beneath Shulgi's Ur-III temple. Unfortunately, 
it too has been cut in many places and it is still not certain whether 
or not the cella will be preserved. ‘Je are at present clearing a 
portico and courtyard having an excellent gypsum plaster floor and 
Containing the bases of two large circular columns. The cella must 
certainly be near, but so also are the deep Parthian cuts, Again,the 
most amazing fact about the temple is its immense size and complex 
Plan. iIn length it is approaching that of the Ur III and Parthian 
temples which overlaid it ~- approximately 100 meters, Certainly this 
is the largest Early Dynastic temple complex so far discovered in Mes-~ 
Opotamia. The revealing of this important structure, in spite of the 
difficult archaeological problems involved, speaks ever so highly for 


the skill and imagination of our Director, Carl Haines, and of our 
éxcellent foreman Khalaf. 
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Work is still continuing on a smaller scale to the west of the zig- 
guzat. Plagued by the dual evils of Nippur, the deep Parthian cuts 
and the tremendous Hilprecht dump piles, we are continuing the search 
for a gateway in the western Ekur wall. Inshallah it will appear, 


and with it the possibility of finding at least one more magnificent 
Ur-Nammu foundation statue. 


Of prime importance is the starting of a "Tiefgrabung." <A deep pit 
is being dug for the purpose of determining the early stratigraphy of 
the Inanna precinct. Its location on the east side of the temple 
area, between it and the ziggurat, is most promising. Under the cap- 
able direction of our archaeologist, Donald Hansen, nine levels have 
already been determined down to a depth of four meters below the 

Ur III temple. Level IX appears to be pure Early Dynastic I. It re- 
mains to be seen just how thick this stratum will be. It is our 
great hope and expectation that we will find Jemdet Nasr, Uruk, and 
Obeid period remains below it. If so, it will be the first time that 


such early materials have been discovered in situ and recorded at 
Nippur. 


Our object finds during the past month have been relatively few, but 
of excellent quality. They include a beautiful ivory nude female 
figurine ,which puts many a modern pin-up to shame, dating possibly 
from the first half of the second millennium B.C., a finely worked 
and well preserved Early Dynastic III statue head of stone, half of 


an Harly Dynastic II stone plaque with several new and interesting 
features, and a considerable number of fragments of Esarhaddon 
barrel-cylinders from which Prof. Goetze has been able to reconstruct 


a@lmost the entire text. It describes Esarhaddon's building of the 
Inanna sanctuary. 


Many problems still remain unsolved and we only hope that the remain- 
ing four weeks of our season will reveal the answers to some of them. 
The heavy digging of the first part of the season is over, For the 
remainder of our stay we will be working with a reduced labor force, 
clearing up as many of the finer points of the excavations as possi- 
ble. before the unceasing flow of sand and dust buries the remains 
once again = this time perhaps for eternity. 


George F. Dales, Fellow 
Baghdad School 





